Dabaya (Eng)

A Champion of Heart
Dabaya is the first French world champion in total since Roger François in 1922. Today he is dreaming of further summits.

A back flip by the new world champion sends vibrations through the spectators of the 75th World Championships. The entire French squad invades the stage and the Marseillaise strikes up, a tone so rarely heard at this level. The atmosphere is electric, a few tears start running down the cheeks of National Technical Director Lionel Gondran and President Jean-Paul Bulgaridhes. Dabaya is shouldered and carried around triumphantly under the dumbfounded eyes of the participants who are hardly used to this kind of demonstration. Why, it’s just natural that after 84 years of distraction one is apt to celebrate. 
“This title, doesn’t it surprise you?”

“To say it does would be a lie. After my third place last year I was ready to capture the silver. Plus, the Korean who defeated me in Doha in 2005 was not here. I knew that I was in excellent condition, beyond my possibilities.”
“Who did you have on your mind when dropping the winning barbell?”

“My little Yoan who was born in January and my young nephew who would never miss any of my competitions on TV. However, it is thanks to my late father Christophe that I could be on the podium. My mother did not want me to do this sport because she was afraid it would deform me, so I used to work out secretly. On his death bed my father finally managed to convince my mom to let me practice the sport I was dreaming of. He said that one day perhaps I would go around the world and make money doing weightlifting. After that, I no longer needed to hide. Furthermore, I dedicate these medals to my two older brothers, Nazair and Guillaume who are unfortunately also deceased. This is a title of heart.”
“You never had the shadow of a doubt?”

“Never. My knee injury at the last European Championships was forgotten, my snatch perfected; so I was certain to succeed. Already upon the first part of the competition my opponents understood that I would be difficult to beat.”

“Why?”

“Because so far the snatch was always my weak point. Many times it happened that at the end of the snatch I had 10 or 12 kilos of disadvantage behind the leaders. That was an insurmountable handicap. Since the European Championships I worked systematically and specifically on this lift with my coaches Franck Collinot, Frantz Félicité and Philippe Clerc. Voilà the result.”

“Having come from Cameroon, why did you choose France as your home?”

“Simply because this is the country that gave me a chance when I was still unknown and could not perform as I can today. That’s a fair return thanking France for the efforts she made for me giving me the best possibilities to achieve my objectives, to become a world champion or an Olympic champion. You know, in France the coaches motivate me; they are pushing me beyond my limits. I did not know this in Cameroon where the structures are badly missing. Yet, even if this success today belongs to France, it also belongs a bit to Cameroon.”

“You joined the army in Fontainebleau. Does it permit you to get well prepared to the Olympic Games in Beijing?”

“Yes, I signed my contract on 3rd October. This world champion title is a nice gift for the Ministry of Defence, and the Minister Madame Alliot-Marie, former Minister of Sport will know how to appreciate this gift at its real value. I will stay at the training concentration but at the same time I will also have my army training hours at Fontainebleau.”

“Do you realize that you are only the ninth French to become world champion?”

“No, I didn’t realize it yet. I think that I need to wait a few more days before I can fully digest this victory. It’s incredible to be the 500th World Champion in the history of weightlifting and be the next after a man, Roger François who was crowned in… 1922.”

“Coming back to the competition, Demirev of Bulgaria narrowly missed to surprise by defeating you on the finish line.”
“To beat him I would have been able to move mountains, because in April, at the European Championships in Wladyslawowo, Poland, he was very contemptuous towards me. His contempt just doubled my forces but I must also recognise that my coaches had an exceptional sense of tactics.”
“Is this also a success of the anti-doping battle?”

“Yes, unquestionably. For a long time this sport has been undermined by this curse and the victories went to countries that followed a plainly longitudinal line. Nowadays the controls are getting to become more and more tight and effective and return the chances to countries like France that was unable to get near the medals. I am for the controls.”

“And now on?”

“Now, I must think seriously of the future and avoid shooting ahead. My first goal is to become European Champion in France, in Strasbourg in 2007, then confirm my world title next year in Chiangmai, Thailand. As for the Olympic title, I must not think of that yet, it’s still far ahead and the least you can add is that it’s going to be tough. In Beijing the Chinese will be formidable but at 27 years of age I’ll be in full power. I am counting on perhaps writing a new story in our sport, because we have been waiting for an Olympic title since 1936, that’s Berlin – well: it means 70 years.”
Alain Lunzenfichter

84 years in waiting

Thanks to the statistics of Jenő Boskovics it is clear that Daniel Senet was the last French world champion in the history of weightlifting, yet it was only in one of the individual lifts, the snatch. 

Vencelas Dabaya – in addition to his title in clean and jerk (becoming the 500th World Champion) – took the total gold medal and we must go back to 1922 and to Roger François to find a French world champion overall. 84 years: a long-long time. 

Altogether 9 Frenchmen were world champions:

(8th) Pierre Busson in 1905 in total (67.5kg)
(9th) André Dufour in 1905 in total (80kg)

(10th) Emile Schweitzer in 1905 in total (+80kg)

(12th) Georges Lorthiois in 1906 in total (70kg)

(13th) Albert Deroubaix in 1906 in total (80kg)

(40th) Roger François in 1922 in total (82.5kg)

(114th) Aimé Terme in 1969 in snatch (75kg)

(225th) Daniel Senet in 1981 in snatch (67.5kg)

(500th) Vencelas Dabaya in 2006 in total (69kg)
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